Subtraction with Integers




Name:_________________

What is the meaning of subtraction?  Measures how far it is to an ending point from a starting point.  The answer will tell you both the distance traveled and the direction. 

Subtraction is always written in the order “from where – to where = distance.”

	I started 10 miles north of the equator.  I stopped 25 miles north of the equator.  How far did I travel?  

25 – 10 = +15

The sign of the answer is positive.  

The positive means Moved north.  
	I started 25 miles north of the equator.  I stopped 10 miles north of the equator.  How far did I travel?  

10 – 25 = -15

The sign of the answer is negative.

The negative means Moved south. 

	I started 8 miles to the west. I stopped 20 miles west.  How far did I travel?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  
	I started 8 miles to the East. I stopped 20 miles East.  How far did I travel?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  

	The submarine was 1000 ft below sea level.  The airplane was 2000 ft above sea level.  How far did the anti-aircraft missile travel?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  
	The bomber plane was 2000 ft above sea level.  The submarine was 1000 ft below sea level.  How far did the depth-charge travel?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  

	The tuna was 100 ft below sea level.  The sardine was 150 ft below sea level.  How far did the tuna dive to eat the sardine?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  
	The tuna was 150 ft below sea level.  The sardine was 100 ft below sea level.  How far did the tuna dive to eat the sardine?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  

	In the morning it was 10 degrees below freezing.   In the afternoon the temperature was 8 degrees above freezing.  How much did the temperature change?
The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  
	In the evening it was 8 degrees above freezing.  In the morning the temperature was 10 degrees below freezing.  How much did the temperature change?

The sign of the answer is _________  

The _________ means ___________.  


On the back, make diagrams representing:

1. going to a negative from a positive

2. Going to a small positive from a larger positive.

3. Going to a positive from a negative. 

Use physical measures as in the word problems above.  

